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San Diego Mager Planned Community a Model For Green Building

SAN DIEGO, Calif. (April 9, 2007) - Del Sur, a newly opened development of 2,500
homes in north San Diego, represents the next era of responsible community planning for
California and the nation: an ultra-progressive, eco-friendly community that blends
environmental accountability with architectural heritage.

Planned over nearly 20 years, Del Sur faced ballot-box propositions, multiple lawsuits, a
slew of environmental roadblocks, and four different city administrations. Working
diligently with community and civic groups at all levels, developer Fred Maas of Black
Mountain Ranch LLC pursued his vision for the next generation of community building.
Today, Del Sur is now heralded by most of its original opponents as an exemplary
product of smart-growth planning and sustainable development, establishing a benchmark
for green-building practices.

The community meets and in most cases exceeds stringent local and state environmental
requirements. Del Sur also has won several important regional environmental awards,
and a facility on the property—open to all San Diegans as an environmental education
and resource center--is in line for Platinum certification by the U.S. Green Building
Council for LEED (Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design). It may become San
Diego’s first Platinum-rated building and one of the most environmentally progressive
buildings in the world.

Del Sur’s success did not come easily. Recycling and conservation of resources are
central to the philosophy at Del Sur, but established programs were not always readily
available, or time-tested. Maas formed strategic alliances and created innovative
partnerships to help make his strict design and construction requirements economically
feasible for his builders.

RECYCLING

Maas worked with Allied Waste to develop a landmark, community-wide program to
coordinate the community’s recycling efforts and consolidate truck trips. With an initial
goal of 50% construction waste diverted from local landfills, the Del Sur builders -
Standard Pacific Homes, Davidson, Shea Homes, William Lyon Homes McCullough-
Ames and Laing Luxury - have consistently executed Del Sur’s mandatory recycling
program, successfully diverting over 92% of construction waste. So far, according to the
latest totals thru December 2006, 987 tons of lumber, 4,118 tons of concrete, 228 tons of
drywall, 13 tons of asphalt and 29 tons of miscellaneous “commingle” (cardboard, mixed



paper, aluminum and steel cans, glass and plastic containers) have been diverted from
landfills, which also reduces truck trips and other related costs.

Drywall, lumber, concrete are collected daily at Del Sur’s four-acre on-site recycling
facility for processing. Where appropriate, these materials are actually re-used on-site.
Lumber is ground up and used as mulch for landscaping, excess concrete is crushed and
used as road base, and excess drywall is used as soil additive.

While the community-wide program created initial tension among the builders, its
benefits became evident as time passed and the system evolved. The program has ended
up actually reducing the builders’ recycling and construction waste removal costs in the
long run, demonstrating its success and ensuring its future application - not only into the
next phase of construction at Del Sur, but as an attainable goal for responsible building
practices in the communities of tomorrow.

ENERGY CONSERVATION

Black Mountain Ranch LLC, has also mandated that at least 20 percent of the
community’s 2,500 homes incorporate solar energy systems. Some neighborhoods are
exceeding the minimum, installing photovoltaic technology as standard in as many as 40
percent of homes or more, and nearly all Del Sur residences have the option to
incorporate solar power to generate electricity.

When completed, Del Sur will be one of the largest solar-powered communities in
California, said Howard Wenger, executive vice president of PowerLight, the
community’s solar energy strategic alliance partner.

According to PowerLight, Del Sur homeowners using solar power will annually save

more than $58,000 collectively in utility bills, which also translates into saving 35,000
barrels of oil and results in a reduction of 820,000 pounds of greenhouse gases. This is
about the same effect as planting nearly 40,000 trees or not driving 21.5 million miles.

“By deploying solar, Del Sur is demonstrating its commitment to homebuyers in an era of
rising energy costs,” Wenger said. “By providing solar electric systems in homes, the
builders are showing genuine vision and leadership in sustainable development.”

WATER SAVINGS

Throughout Del Sur, significant water savings are achieved through the incorporation of
mandatory tank-less water heaters and weather-based satellite irrigation systems in most
homes. The community also requires that at least 50 percent of all landscaping is
drought-resistant.

According to Del Sur, the use of these mandatory water-saving systems alone can
potentially save up to 40,000 gallons per home per year — reducing homeowner costs and

demand upon our natural resources.

THE RANCH HOUSE AT DEL SUR



The community’s Ranch House, which is planned as a community center and showcase
for sustainable design for all San Diegans, is currently in line for one of the highest
certifications for LEED, (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design,) a program of
the U.S. Green Building Council. It may become the first Platinum-rated LEED building
in San Diego, and one of only a handful of its kind in the world.

The Ranch House at Del Sur features recycled and rapidly-renewable materials such as
stones reused from the site, incorporated in the fireplace and stone walls that wind
throughout the community; recycled beams from an old pier in Portland used as the
ceiling trusses and supports; reclaimed floorboards harvested from a barn in
Pennsylvania; blue jeans cotton used as insulation; cork used in flooring; countertops
made from compressed sunflower husks and cabinets made from wheatboard.

The Ranch House demonstrates the practical and aesthetic application of eco-friendly
materials, which one day will hopefully be incorporated into the homebuilding industry’s
mainstream designs. The Ranch House also demonstrates a few of the eco-saving
amenities incorporated in most homes at Del Sur, such as the tank-less water heaters and
weather-based satellite irrigation technology.

LOCAL RECOGNITION

Del Sur has been recognized as ‘Sustainable Community of the Year’ by the
Building Industry Association (BIA) of Southern California, and the Ranch House
recently received ‘best sales center’ honors from both the BIA of Southern
California and the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB). Del Sur was
named 2006 Smart Growth Project by the Urban Land Institute, San
Diego/Tijuana Chapter. Developer Black Mountain Ranch, LLC also received the
2006 Recycler of the Year award from the city of San Diego, and an Earth award
from San Diego EarthWorks, a local environmental conservation group. Del Sur
was a featured stop along three region-wide environmental and energy tours this
past fall, hosted by the San Diego Regional Energy Office and other
organizations.

Del Sur is now open for model and community tours. For more information on
new home neighborhoods now under construction in Del Sur, stop by The Ranch
House, Del Sur’s sales and information center. Take SR-56 to Camino Del Sur
and head north for approximately 4.5 miles and follow the signs to the Ranch
House. Del Sur is open daily from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Call 858-481-4200 or click
onto www.DelSurLiving.com for more information.
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